Brief Findings of the Survey

in compliance of the order of the Hon'ble District Court, v
n

Taﬁasi' ﬂat
L 21.07.2023 in O.S. 18/2022; affirmed by Hon

&q
‘ble High Court of Allah

abag by or der
dated 03.08.2023 and Hon'ble Supreme Court of India by order date

o 04'08-21.]23.
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) carried out scientific investi

in 2150.5 square meter area fenced with steel grill, in and argyp

d the xisting
structure (excluding the areas seajeq by the orders of the Hon'ble sy

preme C.ou”}l
at Settiement Plot No. 8130, Varanasi,

from 24.07.2023.
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S. The
PTBSan& le
a recta
ngular gravel fill passage, akin to @ side opening/

door, towa
' rds the so
uth,
Is observed at a depth of ~4-6 m at the pasement jgvel IN

the south corri

rmidor.
Rt A similar opening at a shallower level down 10 ~3mis opserve?

orth cormmid
or, north of the north hall and west of cellar N5.

6. R .

ows of 3-4 m wide cellars (S3, S4) are observed adjacent to the corrido”

) |

area ;
, and a 2 m wide well is concealed in cellar S1.

Pre-existing Structure

725 Based on the scientific studies and observations
in entrance of the pre-existing S
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_ Central chamber and ma tructure in existind.
structure

_ Waestern chamber and western wall

: -ﬂmafplllarsand pliasters of pre-existing structure in existing structure
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Central Chamber and Main Entrance

o

8. This temple had a big central chamber and at least one Chafnbe,
north, south, east and west respectively. Remains of three chambeyg (0 the
south and west still exist but the remains of the chamber (0 the eggy and any ¢
extension of it could not be ascertained physically, as the areg

is Coverey Unde, :
platform with stone flooring.

pears to be of a cock.
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on either side are also damaged

on
remova| of garbage ang debris.

14,  The western wall of the existing structure is the remaining part of 2
pre-existing Hindu temple. This wall, made of stones and decorated with horizonta!
mouldings, is formed by remaining parts of western chamber, western projections
of the central chamber and western walls of the two chambers on its north and

south. Central chamber attached to the wall still exists unchanged whereas

modifications have been made to both the side chambers.

1ed entrance of the north hall are still in use.
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to the central chamber through the western chamber was b"'-"t:ked
entrance

stone masonry.

Pillars and Pilasters

16 The pillars and pilasters used In the existing structure were Studieq

systematically and scientifically. For the enlargement of the mosque and
constructing sahan, parts of the pre-existing temple including pillars and pilasters
were reused with little modifications. Minute study of the pillars and pilasters in
corridor suggest that they were originally part of the pre-existing Hindu temple. For
their reuse in the existing structure, vyala figures carved on either side of lotys
medallion were mutilated and after removing the stone mass from the comers that
Space was decorated with fioral design. This observation is supported by two
similar pilasters still existing on the northern and southern wall of the western
chamber in their original place.

Inscriptions

17.  During the survey, a number of inscriptions were noticed on the existing and

pre-existing structures. A total of 34 fnscﬁptjons were recorded during the present

survey and 32 estampages were taken. These are, in fact, inscriptions on the

ey e

he existing qtmclure They include inscriptions in

134



In
Scription on Loose Sto
ne

18. As
: I had i
N its cust
ody record of an inscription engraved on 2 loose S1oN®
Hadrat

77

which re
corded co
n
struction of the mosque in the 20th regnal year of

Alamgir i
Illa-l Mu
ghal Emperor Aurangzeb corresponding to AH. 1087 (1676

CE). This i
. s .
inscription also recorded that in the year A H. 1207 (1792-93 CE): i
mos i
que was repaired with sahan, etc. The photograph of this stone inscriptio” W

recorded in ASI records in the year 1965-66.

-

e with inscription was recovered from 2

19. During the recent survey, this ston

room in the mosque. However, the lines relating to construction of the mosque

pansion have been scratched out.

AT

1eo brought out by the biography of Emperor Aurangzeb,
mentions that Aurangzeb “issued ord
he schools and temples of the infidels” (Jadu-Nath

f, pP: 51-52). On 2nd September, 1669 “it was

eror's command his office

hi* (Jadu-Nath Sarkar (tr.) 1947, Maasir-i-Alamgiri,

ers to the governors

rs had demolished



Sculptural Remains in Cellars

21. A series of cellars were also constructed to the east to Create addition, ,
a

space and a large platform in front of the mosque for accommodating large nym b
! r

of people for prayers.

22.  Pillars from earlier temples were reused while making cellars in eastern part
of the platform. A pillar decorated with bells, niches for keeping lamps on ay; four

sides, and bearing an inscription of Samvat 1669 (corresponding to 1613 CE

January 1, Friday) is reused in cellar N2.

23. Sculptures of Hindu deities and carved architectural members were found

buried under the dumped soil in cellar S2.

Nature and Age

24 Existing architectural remains, decorated mouldings on the walls,

18-ratha and prati-ratha of central chamber, a large decorated entrance gate

19 part of a Hindu temple. Based
Ire can be identified as a Hindu
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structure appears to have been destroyed in the 17th century, d

Aurangzeb, and part of it was modified and reused in the existind structure.

ctural remains,

es/ survey carried out, study of archité
said that

Based on scientific studi
art and sculptures, it can be

tures and artefacts, inscriptions,

e prior to the construction of the existing structure.
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